
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Avoid these common mistakes and help your dog reach its full potential. 
 

Every dog owner makes mistakes during training. The good news is most setbacks 
can be avoided with a little patience, consistency, and the right approach. 
 
Here are some of the most common training mistakes we see and how to avoid them. 

1. Training Too Long 

Long sessions often lead to frustration for both you and your dog. 
 
• Keep sessions short and productive 
• End on a positive note 
• Focus on quality over quantity 
 
 

1. Repeating Commands 

If your dog hears "HERE" five times before responding, they may learn they 
don't need to listen the first four times. 
 
• Give clear commands 
• Follow through consistently 
• Reward success 
• Don’t teach them to count 
 
 

1. Skipping Obedience Work 

Many training problems can be traced back to weak fundamentals. 
 
• Practice recall regularly 
• Reinforce whoa and heel 
• Build a solid foundation 
 
 
 
 



1. Moving Too Fast 

Every dog learns at a different pace. 
 
• Build confidence first 
• Increase difficulty gradually 
• Celebrate small victories 
 
 
 
 

1. Training Only During Hunting Season 

Bird dogs improve through consistent work throughout the year. 
 
• Practice yard drills 
• Work on retrieves 
• Keep dogs mentally engaged 
 
 
 

1. Expecting Perfection 

Progress takes time. 
 
• Be patient 
• Stay consistent 
• Focus on improvement, not perfection 
 
 

1. Forgetting to Make Training Fun 

Dogs learn best when they enjoy the process. 
 
• Use praise and rewards 
• Keep energy positive 
• End sessions wanting more 
 
 
 
 

Final Thoughts 
 
The best bird dogs aren't built overnight. Consistent training, patience, and 
realistic expectations go a long way toward developing a confident and reliable 
hunting partner. 
 


